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LAFAYETTE SQUARE
{Reservation Number 10)

HABS No. DC-676 "~ .

Location; Bounded on the south by Pennsylvania Avenue, north by H Street, NW, west by
Jackson Place and east by Madison Place.

Owner /Manager: U.S. government, National Park Service,
Use: Sitting park, monument site, demonstration site.

Significance: Indicated as part of the grounds of the President’s House by Pierre L’Enfant, the
square was one of the first open spaces in the city to be landscaped as a public park. Adjacent to
the White House, the surrounding neighborhood was home to diplomats and some of the nation’s
most influential Ieaders. Although no residences remain on the square, the park draws tourists
and local office workers at lunch, Since the 1960s, it has also become a popular site for First -
Amendment Rights demonstrations and a campsite for the homeless. Lafayette Park stands with
the Mall and the Capitol Grounds as one of the most significant open spaces in Washington, D.C.

PART 1 HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A, Physical History:

1. Date of plan: 1791, indicated as "President’s Square” on L’Enfant’s original
map of the city. '

2. QOriginal and subsequent owners: This reservation is located upon land
granted by the British crown to John Peerce in 1685, It was sold by his -
descendant, Edward Peerce, to Samuel Davidson in 1791, Lafayette Park
was part of Appropriation No. 1, one of seventeen parcels purchased by the
federal government as sites for federal buildings.

3. First improvement: In 1824 the park was planted and walks were laid in
anticipation of the visit of the Marquis de Lafayette. No formal plans for
the 1824 improvements have been located. The first known plans for the
park landscape were designed by Andrew Jackson Downing in 1851.

4, Alterations and additions:
1853: Andrew Jackson equestrian statue erected in the center of
the park.
1872: Walks relaid, eight lampposts erected, water pipes instalied,

watchman’s lodge/rest rooms erected, two bronze vases
installed, unsightly trees removed.

1891: Gen. Lafayette statue erected in the southeast corner.
1902: Gen. Rochambeau statue erected in the southwest corner.
1910: Gen. Von Steuben and Gen. Thaddeus Kosciuszko statues

erected in the northwest and northeast corners respectively.
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1914:; Present lodge erected on the north side of the park.
1937: Reconditioned and redesigned.

1969: Redeveloped according to plans of John Carl Warnecke and
Associates.

Historical Context;

Lafayette Square consists of an almost seven-acre rectangular park flanked
on the east and west by two small streets, Madison and Jackson places, and by H
Street on the north. On the south it is bordered by Pennsylvania Avenue, one of
the major diageonal avenues of the city, which makes a three-block latitudinal jog
as it runs between the White House property and the park. Although the terms
"park" and "square” have been used interchangeably to refer to both the
neighborhood and the landscaped park, in this report, Lafayette Park will refer to
the landscaped area flanked by the four roadways, and Lafavette Square will refer
to the entire composition of park, roadways, and the buildings that frame the
space.

On L’Enfant’s plan of 1791, the seven-acre rectangle, the two flanking ¢ity
blocks, Square Nos. 167 and 221, the three block segment of Pennsylvania Avenue
to the south, and Jackson and Madison places were all incorporated in the large
parcel set aside for the President’s House {See White House Grounds and Ellipse,
HABS No. DC-689). L’Enfant selected the site of the President's House and
Capito]l with respect to the natural topography situating the "Presidential Palace”
and its gardens on high ground with a view of a broad stretch of the Potomac
River. A wide avenue (Pennsylvania Avenue) visually connected the president’s
residence with the Capitol planned about a mile-and-a-half to the southeast atop
Jenkin’s Hill, described by L’Enfant as "a pedestal waiting for a superstructure.”

By the time Ellicott’s plan was engraved in 1792, City Square Nos. 167 and
221, had been carved out of the northwest and northeast corners of President’s
park and the remaining area, from H Street south to the Monument Grounds was
referred to as Appropriation No. 1, one of seventeen parcels purchased as sites for
federal buildings. Although construction began on the White House soon after the
city was planned, the grounds surrounding it remained targely unimproved for
several decades.

Until the park was landscaped in the 1820s, the open space was used for
various functions. A small family graveyard, an apple orchard, a racetrack, and a
marker were all said to occupy portions of the sste.] When White House
construction began in l.‘é’é“f, workers erected huts in the open space. During the
War of 1812 American troops camped on the federally owned land, and after the
invading British burned every federal building but the Patent Office in 1814, the
square was again used to store materials to rebuild the scorched White House,
Around 1820 a segment of Pennsylvania Avenue was cleared, practically and
symbolically separating the private President’s Grounds from this square which was
to be a park for the people.?

1 Greene, 3-4.

2 Olsgewski, vii.
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From the 1820s to the end of the century, the square was the centerpiece of
one of Washington’s most fashionable neighborhoods, and much of its significance
stems from the prominent figures who saw it from their windows and passed by it
daily. Because of its proximity to the White House, the square was ideal property
for those having or seeking political power. It also attracted foreign diplomats who
were not housed in official embassies or legations until 1872, Even after foreign
countries began purchasing embassies in Washington toward the end of the
century, Lafayette Square continued to be an important diplomatic social center.

Other than the White House, no permanent structures faced onto the square
until 1816 when St. John’s Church was erected on the northeast corner of 16th and
H streets. The terrible condition of Washington’s roads made the Episcopal church
near the Marine Barracks on Capitol Hill inconvenient for the expanding
population in the city’s northwest quadrant. Benjamin Henry Latrobe, currently
overseeing the White House and Capitol reconstruction, designed the church on
Lafayette Square that every president from Madison to Lincoln would attend.®

In 1818, naval hero Stephen Decatur and his wife, Susan, selected Latrobe
to design their three-story Federal-style residence on the northeast corner of City
Square No. 167. Soon after the house was built, Congress appropriated funds to
open 16 1/2 Street (later Jackson Place) between City Square No. 167 and the
federally owned open space. A painting of the house in 1822 shows a carriage on
the cleared roadway in front of the house, as well as a curved dirt path presumably
running from Pennsylvania Avenue through the park to H Street.* The Decaturs
entertained on a large scale, and the house became a center for Washington society.

During this time two houses were built on the west side of City Square No.
221 facing the park on the east, Richard Cutt’s on the north corner and Benjamin
Ogle Tayloe’s several lots to the south.® Cutt’s home would later be known as the
Dolley Madison house due to her ownership and occupancy from 1835-49. The
erection of these homes prompted the clearing of 15 1/2 Street (later Madison
Place) between City Square No. 221 and the park. Tavloe, a man of means from
wealthy Virginia and Maryland families, did not move into his home until 1829,
renting it for several years t0 Maryland attorney Thomas Swann because he
admittedly did not want to have Andrew Jackson as a neighbor. Until his death in
1868, Tavloe was the self-appointed chronicler of the square, keeping a colorful
journal recounting the activities of his "neighbors on Lafayette Square."®

An early neighborhood tragedy was the 1821 death of Stephen Decatur.
Mortally wounded in a pistol duel in Bladensburg, Maryland, he was brought back
to his house on the square where he died the same day. His funeral procession
included the president and his cabinet, foreign diplomats, and most of the residents
of the city at the time.” His bereaved and cash-poor wife then rented the home to

passin.

4 Identified simply with the date and the name E. Vaile, this painting is now the property of the National Trust for Historic
Preservation and is on. display at the Decatur House.

" B A letter written by Stephen Decatur indicates that he moved into hiz home in 1819. Cutt's house is dated somewhere
batween 1818 and 1820, #o it is unclear which of the two houses waas first.

- 8 Bullock, 53-68.
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a series of foreign ministers, one each from France, Russia, and England, in effect
making the home the unofficial embassy of each diplomat in residence, thereby
initiating the sgquare’s role in American foreign policy.

The house was also rented by political hopefuls and cabinet members, such
as Edward Livingston, Henry Clay, and Martin Van Buren, who occupied the
Decatur House during their terms as Secretaries of State. The area was 50 unbuilt
in the early part of the century that President Andrew Jackson would summon Van
Buren to the White House with a signal he could see from a window at the Decatur
House.

In the 1840s, during his terms as Secretary of State under William Henry
Harrison and John Tyler, Daniel Webster also lived on the square in a house built
on H Street in 1828 by Thomas Swann, Webster actively courted the good will of
his neighbor, British Ambassador Lord Ashburton, who lived on the east side of St.
Johna’s Church in the structure that now serves as the church parish house. 1t was
through these meetings that the two worked out the Webster-Ashburton Treaty
delineating the boundary between the United States and Canada.

In 1845, President and Mrs. James K. Polk stayed in a house south of
Tayloe’s built in 1831 for Decatur’s friend, Naval Officer John Rodgers. The
Polks resided in the house during White House renovations. Later, during
restorations in 1902, President Theodore Roosevelt and his wife would reside
across the park at 736 Jackson Place.

As prominent Washington residents erected their homes around the open
common, then known as President’s Square, the federal government embellished
the grounds. In 1824, when the White House, Decatur and Cutts houses, and St.

. John’s Church were the sole buildings facing the park, trees were planted and
walkways were laid in preparation for Gen. Marquis de Lafayette’s historic visit to
Washington. An 1822 watercolor of St. John’s Church painted by Baroness Hyde
de Neuville, then living in the Decatur House, shows the square prior to the
improvements as an open common bisected by 16th Street. The only trees visible
are in the back yards of the few scattered houses. Soon after the park was
improved, it was named after the admired Frenchman, although a statue to honor
him was not erected until [891. Throughout the 1820-30s the park was graded and
planted with shrubs and trees, and enclosed with a wood fence to prevent domestic
animals such as chickens and cows from grazing on the new plantings.

In 1849 the Department of Interior was formed, and all the parks in
Washington were transferred to its jurisdiction. This same year, Daniel Webster
sold his house on the square to banker and philanthropist William Wilson Corcoran
who employed James Renwick to extensively enlarge and remodel it. The resulting
Renaissance Revival mansion was a harbinger of the exuberant Victorian buildings
that would join the collection of Federal-style houses on the square. Corcoran
enlisted Andrew Jackson Downing to landscape his garden, and in 1851, with
Smithsonian Director Joseph Henry, Corcoran convinced President Fillmore to hire
the noted landscape architect to improve the Mali, the Botanic Garden, and
Lafayette Square.® An advocate of the English romantic garden tradition,
Downing’s design for the park included elliptical flower beds, winding walkways
and meandering gravel paths leading to the center where an equestrian statue of
Andrew Jackson was planned. The design also incorporated a collection of exotic
plants donated by Corcoran.

8 Commission of Fine Arts, 14.
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Downing’s untimely death in 1852 and the outbreak of the Civil War in
1861 delayed the completion of the park to these plans until 1872.° Until then, the
park was maintained according to its first, simple plan--a central path flanked by
trees and two sodded greens. The Jackson statue was designed by self-taught
sculptor Clark Mills, who had never before seen an equestrian statue. He cast the
15-ton work in ten pieces at his nearby foundry. When it was dedicated January 8,
1853, a cheering throng of 15,000 accompanied Mills along Pennsylvania Avenue
to the elaborate unveiling ceremony.1?

A cast-iron fence costing $3,203 was installed in the park in 1854 to protect
the statue, and in 1858 the park was described by the Commissioner of Public
Buildings to the Secretary of the Interior as "much improved,” having "small
circular railings erected with light gates just within the large and heavy gates
which give great satisfaction and answer the purpose of keeping out cattle."!!
Although there were at least nine buildings facing the park by the late 1850s, many
of the surrounding lots remained vacant or were used by the adjacent properties
for yards and gardens. An oblique, bird’s-eye view of the square shows extensive
gardens behind the houses, as well as the necessary outbuildings such as stables,
detached kitchens, and outhouses.!? From these yards chickens, pigs, goats, horses
and even cows, unaware of the property lines naturally roamed to graze in the
improved grounds of Lafayette Park,

" The park plantings were spare enough that residents could see the facing
houses on the opposite side. This allowed Attorney Philip Barton Key, son of the
author of the "Star Spangled Banner® and resident of the east side of the square, to
carry on a love affair with Theresa Bagioli who resided on the west side of the
square with her husband, New York Congressman (and later Civil War general)
Daniel Sickles. Suspecting his wife's infidelity, Sickles intercepted one of the
lovers® secret signals for a rendezvous and shot Key to death in the newly
landscaped park in 1859,

The calamity occurred in the midst of mounting tensions between residents
loyal to northern and southern causes. Aware of the split of sentiments within the
parish, the rectors at St. John's Church trod lightly, fearing toc strong an
association with either side. When the Civil War broke out, Washington became a
teeming city full of soldiers and government workers, Many of the public spaces
throughout the city were taken over by Union troops and used to further the war
effort. The Capitol and Patent Office were used as temporary hospitals, and the
Monument Grounds became a grazing pasture and slaughtering place for cattle to
feed troops camped in various public parks, including Lincoln and Lafayette. In
Lafayette Park, troops reputedly trampled the flower beds and hung laundry on the
decade-old Jackson statue.

Many of the residents of the square were southern sympathizers, including
W. W. Corcoran, Louisiana Sen. John Slidell, who occupied a townhouse adjoining
Corcoran’s, and Judah Benjamin, the other Louisiana senator who occupied the
Decatur House. When Benjamin fled the city to become the treasurer of the

9 Olazewski, 13.
10 Goode, Qutdoor Sculpture . . ., 377-78.

11 A nnual Report of the Commissioner of Public Buildings, 1868.

12 risometrical View of the President’s House,” ca. 1850, Library of Congress Geography and Maps Division.
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Confederacy, Decatur House was occupied by Union troops who built temporary
warehouses on the surrounding property. Corcoran wisely rented his house to the
French legation at the outbreak of war, thereby protecting it with diplomatic
immunity.!® John Wilkes, who led the first naval expedition to the Antarctic in
the 1840s, owned the Dolley Madison House at the time and leased it to Gen.
McClellan who used it as his headquarters.* Lincoln’s Secretary of State, William
H. Seward, lived in the Rodgers house several doors down. While Seward was
recuperating from a carriage accident in 1864, John Wilkes Booth’s accomplice,
Lewis Payne, attempted to assassinate him in his own bed. Seward was saved by
the thick brace encircling his neck, but Payne escaped, finding cover in the jumble
of barracks and outbuildings in Lafayette Park. A less fortunate victim of the
assassination plot was Seward’s neighbor, Maj. Henry R. Rathbone, occupant of
one of the houses on Jackson Place. Seated in the box with Lincoln at Ford’s
Theater, Rathbone was stabbed in the head and neck during the scuffle that left
Lincoln mortally wounded. Although Rathbone survived, it was said that these
injuries caused his later insane attack on his wife and children, which left her dead
and him in an asylum for the remainder of his life.!®

After the war, in 1867, jurisdiction of all parks was transferred from the
Department of Interior to the Army Corps of Engineers, Office of Public Buildings
and Grounds (OPB&G). Despite the depredations of the troops encamped in
Lafayette Park, the OPB&G annual report of 1368 described it as "one of the most
charming spots for recreation, and one where the trees and shrubbery have been
set out with so much taste and judgement.,” The officer in charge also mentioned
that the level topography of the park caused drainage problems, and the force of
gardeners currently employed was too small to properly maintain it.16

The rest of the war-torn c¢ity remained in shambles, and many suggested
moving the nation's capital to the Midwest, A group of Washingtonians led by
Alexander Shepherd lobbied to unify the city of Washington, Georgetown, and the
District into a single territory under home rule. The territorial government that
was formed lasted from 18§71-74, and during its reign, miles of streets were graded
and paved, trees were planted and gas lines were installed. Concurrent with the
extensive mfrastructural improvements of the Board of Public Works, the Army
Corps of Engineers improved the city’s public buildings and parks. In 1872,
Lafayette Park was finally laid out according to Downing’s plan. Maj. Orville E.
Babcock, in charge of the OPB&G, described the work in his annual report

A watchman’s lodge, of handsome design, has been erected on the north
side of the square, combining a lodge, tool-house and urinals for the
accommodation of gentlemen and for nurses and children, at the different
ends of the building, the latter especially supplying an accommodation long
needed in this square., The building is approached at the ends by circular
walks, screened by thick rows of evergreens upon each side, and in front
flower-beds have been laid out and small shrubs planted, the whole

13 Commission of Fine Arts, 14-15; Goode, Capital Losses, 56.
14 Fherlein and Hubbard, 284.

15 Rullock, 66-68.

18 Annual Report . .., 1868, 11.
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forming a very handsome addition to the square.

Two beautiful bronze vases, copies of an antique vase, have been
placed on the granite pedestals. They were cast through the kindness of the
Hon. George M. Robeson, Secretary of the Navy, at the brass foundry of
the Washington Navy Yard."7

During this period of growth and urban improvement, new Victorian
residences began to fill in the unbuilt lots around the square, and many of the
existing buildings, such as the Decatur and Tayloe houses, were Victorianized with
decorative ironwork and sandstone. In 1868 the Second-Empire Arlington Hotel
replaced Federal-style homes built by Secretaries of State William L. Marcy and
Lewis Cass, and Minister to Britain Reverdy Johnson at the corner of Vermont
Avenue and H Street. Until its demolition in 1912, the hotel was known for its
elegance and exclusivity, housing dozens of senators, foreign diplomats, and
royalty, and carrying on the square’s tradition as the gathering place of the rich
and influential. Tn 1884, writer Henry Adams and his close friend John Hay, the
former private secretary of Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of State to William
McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt, built homes for their families on the corner of
16th and H streets across from St. John’s Church. Architect Henry Hobson
Richardson designed the grand adjoining houses that over the next decades became
a center of Washington social and intellectual life. The Victorian-style Freedman's
Savings Bank was erected on the northeast corner of Madison Place and
Pennsylvania Avenue in 1869 to serve ancther large segment of Washington’s
growing population--former slaves who arrived in the city following the war. It
also foreshadowed the square’s inevitable evolution from residential to commercial
occupancy.

Meanwhile, the park was maintained as a pleasure ground. The seven-acre
plot was not only designed for sitting and relaxing, but it was also seen, as were
most parks at the time, as a healthy refuge from the evils of the city where visitors
could be morally enriched by the beauty around them. The OPB&G endeavored to
cleanse citizens’ souls and educate them about the wonders of the natural worid.
Prairie dogs and deer were displayed in Lafayette Park in wire enclosures as were
owls and eagles in other parks in the city.® The confinement of these animals
indicated the growing nationwide interest in science and zcclogy that would
eventually lead to the establishment of the National Zoological Park, The park
system in Washington also showcased exotic plants propagated in the Botanical
Garden and federal greenhouses. These plants were cultivated at a central
compound, south of the Mall, then seasonally transplanted throughout various
reservations, Terra-cotta or cast-iron markers on each tree informed the public of
it species.

The specimens in the park were protected by tall iron fences and a
watchman equipped with a bicycle who was paid to guard and maintain the park
during daylight hours and lock the gates at nightfall. Mary Beale, whose family
occupied the Decatur House from 1872 to the 1950s, recounted being locked in the
park one night after hours with her suitor and future husband, George
Bakhmateff, secretary and later ambassador of the Russian Embassy. As the two

17 Annual Report . . ., 1872, 6-7.

18 Annual Report . . ., 1875, 12.
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climbed the fence in the darkness, she recalled the angry glare of her father,
military hero, frontiersman, and diplomat, Edward Fitzgerald Beale, from the
second -floor window of the Decatur House.

Appropriate for a square so enmeshed in the lives of foreign diplomats, the
four statues erected in the corners of the park between 1891 and 1910
commemorate Europeans who aided the United States during the Revolutionary
War. The first, erected in 1891, honors the Marquis de Lafayette, whose historic
visit in 1824 gave the park its name, This statue group was originally intended for
a site south of the Jackson statue, in the center of the park on the Pennsylvania
Avenue side. After its pedestal was constructed, however, the commissioners
realized that its location there would obscure L'Enfant’s 16th Street vista.
Therefore, the pedestal was relocated and the statue erected in its current location
at the southeast corner of the park. The subbase left bare by the removal of the
pedestal was converted into a flower bed.1® At the entrance to the park at this
corner two granite piers were erected with arc gas lamps upon ornamental iron
lamp-posts.?? Although the statues honoring Maj. Gen. Comte Jean de
Rochambeau in the southwest corner and Maj. Gen. Friedrich Wilhelm von
Steuben in the northwest were dedicated with grand ceremonies, the Lafayette
statue was unveiled without fanfare. The same year it was instalied, however,
Leslie’s Popular Monthly featured a diagram of the park showing not only the
location of the new statue, but also the footprints of the each of the buildings
facing the park. With the diagram a list of the current and former occupants of
each building showed the caliber of the neighborhood’s society. Among the
occupants listed were some of the most influential people in the country, including
statesmen, military heroes, business leaders, royalty, inventors, and poets.?!

By 1902, the costs to improve the park far exceeded the $1,000 allocated
annually for its upkeep. The Chief of Engineers, U.S. Army, lobbied to have this
sum doubled since the reservation was "the most highly improved and the most
centrally situated small park in the city ... seen and used by more people than
any other" This peak in visitation corresponded with a shift in both the social
climate of the city and general perceptions about the function of urban parks. The
city’s expanding streetcar system and the advent of the automobile allowed nature
seekers to venture farther away to Rock Creek Park, the 1,500-acre wildlife refuge
and pleasure ground established in 1890. By the 1890s, Lafayette Square was
especially accessible, having streetcar lines to the north along H Street and to the
south along Pennsylvania Avenue. As residents of the square moved to larger
homes in fashionable neighborhoods in the growing northwest quadrant, and the
residences facing the park were gradually replaced by commercial and office
buildings. In 1894, the Rodgers house was demolished to make way for the
Lafayette Square Opera House, built in the Neoclassical style that would scon
eclipse the exuberant Victorian style. The theater became a center of Washington
culture, featuring plays, ballet, and opera performed by entertainers such as Sarah
Bernhardt, Al Jolsen, and Will Rogers. Native Washingtonian Helen Hayes was

19 Olszewski, 17.

20 Annual Report . . ., 1802, 3302-3.

21 Byllock, 66-67.

22 Annyal Report . . ., 1002, 2541.




Lafayette Square
HABS No. DC-676 (Page 9)

*discovered" at the Lafayette Square Opera House when she performed on its stage
at the age of 5.2 The Dolley Madison House was acquired in the late 1880s by the
Cosmos Club, which later purchased the Tayloe House and connected the two with
a modern wing.

The park landscape was adapted to meet the changing needs of the
community. In response to citizen outcry, the OPB&G reluctantly removed the tall
iron fences in 1889 to "democratize" the park. The exotic animals had already been
removed when Congress stopped allocating money to feed them in the 1870s,
Dense growth was also cut back to insure more visibility and curb criminal
activity. Crime continued to be a concern in the open parks, however, and
eventually the watchmen became officially known as park police and were
authorized to make arrests. In 1897 the gas lamps were replaced with electric to
prevent criminal and “immoral” activity in the parks at night.?4

Washington gained national prominence as its centennial approached., Asa
result, Michigan Sen. James McMillan chaired a commission formed in 1901 to
examine Washington’s park system and plan for its improvement and development.
In 1902 the commission, comprised of world-renowned designers, published its
influential report, The Improvement of the Park System of the District of
Columbia.?® The elaborate city-wide proposals were inspired by L’Enfant’s plan as
well as the City Beautiful Movement popularized by the World’s Columbian
Exposition in Chicago in 1893, Although only a small portion of the commission’s
plans were executed, they influenced the development of the city over the next
four decades and had a major impact on Lafayette Square. Responding to a need
for more buildings to house the growing federal government, the commission
recommended replacing the residences around Lafayette Square with federal office
buildings designed in the Neoclassical style espoused by the City Beautiful
Movement.

Most of the citywide changes spurred by the McMillan report were not
realized until after the 1910 formation of its watchguard, the Commission of Fine
Arts (CFA). Lafayette Square did not feel the effects of the report until World
War I. In 1917, Congress authorized the erection of an annex to the Treasury
Building along the entire length of Square 221. With the approval of the CFA,
Cass Gilbert designed the annex with a cornice line "carefully fixed to preserve the
dignity of the White House." Although the building was intended to extend from
Pennsylvania Avenue to H Street, only the southern third of it was erected on the
site of the Victorian Freedman’s Savings Bank that was demolished in 1899, A
year later, the War Risk Insurance Building, or Veteran’s Administration, was
erected on the site of the old Arlington Hotel. Built "in the midst of war times and
the urgent need of office space," the Yeteran’s Administration builders used plans
that had been commissioned for a new Arlington Hotel, a project that had gone
bankrupt in the early stages of construction. Constructed under these odd
circumstances, the building conflicted with the scale and aesthetic of the McMillan
Plan for the square, much to the chagrin of the CFA.%%

23 Goode, Capital Logses, 363.

24 Annual Reports . . ., passim.

26 Moore, paseim.

26 Kohler, 81.
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The U. 8. Chamber of Commerce Buiiding, built on the northwest corner of
the square in 1923 after the nation had "returned to normalcy," was more to the
CFA’s liking. Also designed by Gilbert, it was described as a "striking example of
modern classical architecture, which finds expression in the newer public buildings
of the national capital"*” The modern building replaced Corcoran’s estate and
Slidell’s attached townhouse. The second government building of "harmonious and
pleasing design” in the CFA scheme to create a uniform facade of white columned
buildings around the square, it would also be the last.

Marie Beale, who lived on the square from 1903 to 1954 as the last and
longest resident of the Decatur House, saw the erection of these buildings in a
different light. She wrote, "In the opening decades of the twentieth century,
Lafayette Square became suddenly more conscious of its past when new buildings
of modern design invaded the neighborhood."*® Alithough Beale continued to host
an annual diplomatic reception throughout the first decades of the twentieth
century, she realized the square had reached the end of an era as her neighbors
homes were one-by-one demolished--such as the Richardsonian Romanesque
houses for John Hay and Henry Adams replaced in 1927 by the restrained and
classical Hay- Adams Hotel--or sold for use as offices for organizations such as the
American Council on Education, the Braokings Institution, and the League of
Nations Association,

The federal building program around Lafayette Square was largely
forgotten after the CFA opted to develop the Federal Triangle area in the 1930s.
The fate of Lafayette Square was brought to the forefront once again, however, in
the late 1950s. in 1950, Congress authorized the General Services Administration
to acquire any land it deemed necessary for federal office buildings, and in 1958 it
approved plans to erect a court of claims building on Madison Place and a new
executive office building on Jackson Place. To save the Decatur House and the
history it represented from the fate of its neighbors, Marie Beale had left it to the
National Trust for Historic Preservation in 1954, and in 1957 legislation was
proposed to make the park and several of the buildings facing it historic
landmarks. Marie Beale published a book in 1954 giviag a history of the house and
square in hopes of arousing public interest in its preservation. Describing the
significance of Lafayette Square, she wrote:

Here was the common meeting ground of so many historical personages that
it could be called, perhaps, the center of the political history of the nation.
More than any single spot in America, this little plot of ground was still
animate with the past, still quietly redolent of bygone days, still preserving
the faint echo of the footsteps of those who led the country to '
greatness.??

The dilemma of the CFA to approve the design for the new buildings while
appeasing preservationists was settled in 1962 when President and Mrs. John F,
Kennedy joined the debate and expressed an interest in preserving the historic _

27 Caemmerer 508-09,

28 Beale, 115.

29 Beale, 133.
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residential character of the square. The McMillan ideal was discarded altogether in
architect John Carl Warnecke's plan of the 1960s which retained the historic scale
of the former residences facing Madison and Jackson places. The Court of Claims
and New Executive Office Building were placed behind the residential streetscape,
set back far enough to allow courtyards behind the smaller buildings that would be
used for small government agencies. To retain the residential scale, several taller
buildings that had been built between the remaining historic homes were razed,
including the Lafayette Square Opera House, then called the Belasco Theatre,
which was demolished in 1964. The redevelopment of Lafayette Square showed a
pivotal shift in attitude toward the preservation of historic urban fabric and the
adaptive reuse of buildings.3?

As the character of the square changed drastically in the twentieth century,
the landscape was adapted accordingly. While the McMillan Commission prompted
some changes in the architecture around the square in the 1920s, its effect on the
park was not realized until the 1930s when Downing’s Victorian scheme was
replaced with a more formal axial design in keeping with the City Beautiful ideals.
Although the Victorian watchman’s lodge was replaced by a simpler, classically
proportioned structure in 1914, the meandering path design was not replaced until
1937 when the National Park Service, in charge of the parks in the city from 1933
to the present, oversaw Works Progress Administration laborers in redeveloping
most of the parks in the historic city. The new path design, which remains in
place for the most part today, consists of an oval inscribed in a rectangle with wide
rectangular panels along the 16th Street axis. All of the statues and many of the

: trees remained in place, but the urns were relocated to the south side flanking the
. flower panel on axis with 16th Street. Despite the more formal and open design,
the park maintained its natural charm. A Works Progress Administration writer
described it in 1937: "The ancient columnar oaks bordering the park are always
impressive, but in an early summer’s dusk, the heavg lemon scent of southern
magnolias is truly more representative of the place."3!

As part of the Warnecke plan for Lafayette Square, the park was restored
in the 1960s during First Lady Ladybird Johnson’s initiative to beautify the city’s
parks. The Old Dominion Foundation, founded by Paul Mellon, contributed funds
to refurbish the park. During the seven-month reconstruction, in 1969, the park
was encircled by plywood boards painted by local students and artists with scenes
from Lafayette Square history. When the boards were removed, the park reopened
with new brick walks and two large elliptical pools with fountains. Although the
path layouts remained basically the same, several new ones were cut to create more
informally landscaped areas akin to Downing’s plan.

As the square was surrounded by government buildings, the function of the
park became more official, and it was used for special national events. During the
1930s the National Christmas Tree was located in the park and various
organizations planted trees bearing memorial plaques. Arts-and-crafts shows were
held in the park, and annual wreath-laying ceremonies honored the leaders
portrayed in the park’s statues. In addition to the official events, the park was
increasingly used in the 1960s as a setting for Civil Rights parades and rallies.
Because of this proliferation of protesters, the park is widely referred to as Peace

. . o 30 Gutheim, 294,

31 pederal Writers Project, 650-51,
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Park, despite the fact that all five of its statues honor military heroes.

The groups protesting a gamut of issues gather in the park for the same
reasons Stephen and Susan Decatur chose it for their home--its visible location,
virtually in the president’s front yard. While many demonstrations are held on
specified days with permission from the National Park Service, more persistent
protesters maintain continuous vigils with elaborate signs and displays. These
protesters were so prevalent in the 1980s that park visitors complained that the
semi-permanent signs of billboard proportions stationed along the south side of the
park blocked the view of the White House. To alleviate this "landfill-like"
appearance, the National Park Service passed a rule in 1984 limiting each protester
to only one sign measuring less than 4° square, and requiring him to remain with
the sign at all times.?? As a result several people inhabit the park with their signs
on a full-time basis. Many of Washington’s homeless people also reside in the park
because of the rest room facilities and the greater security in the shadow of the
White House. :

In addition to the ever-present protesters and vagrants, the park draws
visitors and residents to its grass and shade. Checkers tables on the west side of the
park attract a constant flow of players, and the numerous benches and shaded lawn
are used daily by workers from the nearby offices on lunch break. The segment of
H street along the north side of the park is a designated parking place for tour
buses, which pick up and discharge passengers visiting the White House and its

environs,
PARTIL ARCHITECTURAL INFORMA TION
. A. Overall dimensions: The rectangular reservation measures approximately 750’ x

440* and covers about 7 acres.
B. Materials:

1. Pathways, paving: The park is surrounded by a brick sidewalk with widely
spaced cutouts for street trees, Interior brick paths form a symmetrical
pattern resembling an ellipse inscribed in a rectangle while two straight
paths along the axis of 16th Street flanking large rectangular panels planted
seasonally with flowers. Two additional parabolic paths connect the two
sculpture groups in the south corners and the two in the north corners with
the central square terrace.

2. Vegetation:
a. Grass: All the large panels between the paths are sodded.
b. Trees, shrubs, hedges: A formal evergreen hedge surrounds the

square terrace in the center of the park. The park also features. .
many mature, widely spaced trees of a variety of species. Many
have been planted as memorials honoring certain individuals.

C. Flowers, seasonal plantings: Seasonal flowers are planted in the

32 Lafayette Park File, NPS.
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large rectangular panels north and south of the Jackson statue and
in the circular mounds surrounding the four statues in the corners.

Fences: A tall iron spear fence dating to the nineteenth century
surrounds the grassy mound upon which the Jackson statue stands.

Benches: Standard cast-iron-frame wood-slat benches are situated
along the park paths. Concrete chess tables with matching stools are
located on the west side of the park.

Statues, markers, monuments:

i.

ii.

iii.

33 Goode, 377-78.

Equestrian Statue of Gen. Andrew Jackson, located in the
center of the park, was designed by sculptor Clark Mills and
erected in 1853, The 9’-tall, 12°-wide, and 15-ton bronze
was the first equestrian statue cast in the United States. It
portrays Jackson on a rearing horse with his hat raised as he
reviewed his troops at the battle of New Orleans. The statye
faces west and is set atop a plain granite pedestal on which
is inscribed *Jackson” and "The Federal Union, It Must Be
Preserved.” Around the base of the statue are four cannons
captured by Jackson at Pensacola, Florida. These were cast
in Barcelona, Spain, in the mid eighteenth century, and each
weighs 870 pounds.®*

!
The %@ay Gen. Comte Jean de Rochambeau, located in the
southwest corner of the park, was designed by sculptor J. J.
Fernand Hamar and erected in 1902, The 8’-tall bronze
portrait sculpture of the Comte Jean Baptiste Donatien de
Vineur de Rochambeau faces south and is set atop an ornate
granite pedestal with a bronze allegorical group, symbolizing
France coming to the aid of the United States, at his feet on
the south face. The Rochambeau family coat of arms
ornaments the west face of the pedestal, and the coat of
arms of France, the east. On the north face is inscribed,
"We have been contemporaries and fellow laborers in the
cause of liberty and we have lived together as brothers
should do in harmonious friendship~-Washington to
Rochambeau, February 1, 1794.°

Maj. Gen. Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben, located at the
northwest corner of the park was designed by sculptor
Albert Jaegers and erected in 1910. The 8°'-tall bronze
portrait statue faces west and stands atop a massive granite
pedestal ornamented with applied bronze ornament and bas-
relief carvings. Large bronze allegorical groups are set on



iv.

vi
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the northeast and southwest faces of the pedestal. On the
northeast is Military Instruction, a seated warrior showing a
youth how to use a sword; on the southwest is
Commemoration, a woman and child grafting a branch onto
a tree, symbolizing America’s gratitude and acceptance of
the Prussian who came to her aid, The front face of the
pedestal features a lengthy inscription in bronze, and the
southeast face, a plaque in relief honoring Col. William
North and Maj. Benjamin Walker, Steuben’s aides-de-camp.

Brig. Gen. Thaddeus Kosciuszko, located in the northeast
corner of the park was designed by sculptor Antoni Popiel
and erected in 1910. The 8'-tall bronze portrait statue faces
north and stands atop a granite pedestal. The north face
bears the inscription "Kosciuszko™ and features an eagle with
outspread wings atop quarter globe above the inscription
"Saratoga." The east side of the pedestal features a bronze
sculpture group with Kosciuszko in an American uniform
freeing a captured American soldier who represents the
entire army. The south face bears the inscriptions, "And
freedom shrieked as Kosciuszko fell,” and "Erected by the
Polish National Alliance of America and presented to the
United States on behalf of the Polish American citizens May
11, 1910." Beneath this inscription an eagle struggles with a
snake on a quarter globe showing Poland with the
inscription "Raclawice" below. The west face of the
pedestal features a fallen Kosciuszko commanding a soldier
representing the Polish army,

The portrait statue of Maj. Gen. Marquis Gilbert de
Lafayette was designed by sculptors Jean Alexandre Joseph
Falguiere and Marius Jean Antonin Mercie and architect
Paul Pujol and was erected in 1891 in the southeast corner
of the park. The standing Lafayette is 8 tall and 4’ wide and
faces south. 1t 1s mounted upon a 28’-tall granite pedestal
featuring bronze sculpture groups on each face. On the
south face, a seated female allegorical figure of United
States raises g sword imploringly to the general. The east
face features portrait statues of the Compte d'Estaing and
the Comte de Grasse. On the west is a portrait group of the
Comte de Rochambeau and the Chevalier du Portail. The
north face includes two cherubs holding hands and
indicating a cartouche on which is inscribed, "By the
Congress in commemoration of the services rendered by
General Lafayette and his compatriots during the struggle
for inde pendence of the United States of America."

Two Navy Yard urns are located on each side of the path
leading from the center of the southern edge of the park to
the Jackson statue in the center. The 5'-tall, 4'-wide bronze
urns were designed by the Ordnance Department of the U,
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S. Navy Yard and erected in the park in 1872, They were
included in the 1852 plans of the park by Andrew Jackson
Downing. Originally placed on granite pedestals and located
in the center of two flower beds east and west of the statue
of Jackson, they were moved to their current location when
the park was redesigned in 1936.34

d. Fountains, pools: Two large elliptical pools with jets sre located on
the east and west sides of the park.

e, Lighting: Historic reproduction "Saratoga" lamps are evenly spaced
along the walks.

3. Buildings:

a. Lodge: In 1914, four identical lodges were erected in Lafayette,
Lincoln, Franklin and Judiciary squares. Lafayette Park features
the only remaining one. The simple, one-story, three-bay lodge
contains a storeroom, a locker room and two rest rooms. Painted
ivory, the stuccoed frame structure is ornamented with a wood
lattice frame. A tall enclosure extends from the back of the lodge
to the perimeter sidewalk,

b. National Park Service Kiosk: Several yards southwest of the lodge
. is a small six-sided frame and glass information kiosk.

C. Site;

L. Character of surrounding structures: Flanked on the north and south by
wide busy streets and on the east and west by quiet narrow streets, the park
is both monumental and ceremonial as well as intimate and residential. The
historic residential character of the neighborhood has been preserved to
some extent by the three-story structures lining Jackson Place and most of
Madison Place. The high-rise New Executive Office and Court of Claims
buildings remain unobtrusive since they are set back from the three-story
buildings in front. The buildings along H Street, with the exception of the
St. John'’s Church and adjacent Ashburton House, are all twentieth-century
mid- to high-rise structures. The south side of the park faces the White
House and its grounds.

2. Traffic patterns: Vermont and Connecticut Avenues terminate on the
northeast and northwest corners of the park. Two way traffic on H street
travels along the north side of the park; Madison Place, a smaller, two-way
street travels along the east side; two lanes of two-way traffic travel the
horizontal segment of Pennsylvania Avenue along the south side, and
Jackson Place is one~-way northbound on the west side.

3. Vistas: This park features several clear vistas: from the northwest corner

34 Goode, Outdoor Sculpture, 371-80.



PART I,

A,

Lafayette Square
HABS No. DC-876 (Page 16)

up Connecticut Avenue to Farragut Square, from the center up Sixteenth
Street to Scott Circle, and from the northeast corner up Vermont Avenue to

McPherson Square. Naturally, the park offers an excellent view of the
White House,

SOURCES OF INFORMATION
Maps:

Boschke, A. "Topographical Map of the District of Columbia surveyed in the years
'57,'58, and *59."

District of Columbia Board of Public Works. "Exhibit Chart of Improved Street
and Avenues." 1872.

Ellicott, Andrew. "Plan of the City of Washington.” 1792,

L’Enfant, Pierre Charles. "Plan of the City of Washington." 1791,

Of fice of Public Buildings and Grounds. "Plan of the City of Washington, District
of Columbia, showing the Public Reservations." Prepared by Orville E.
Babcock. 1871.

Office of Public Buildings and Grounds. "Map of the City of Washington showing
the Public Reservations Under Control of the Office of Public Buildings
and Grounds." 1884, 1887, and 1894.

Park plans: See Supplemental Information below for a list of attached plans.
Additional plans are located at the Office of Land Use, National Capital Region.

Early views:

1816: Benjamin Latrobe’s drawing of St. John's Church with Lafayetfe
Sqguare in background.

1900s: View of Lafayette Square (Green, 67).

1903: Photographs of statues of Andrew Jackson, Lafayette, and

Rochambeau (Annual Report . . ., 1903},

1922; Photograph of Hay residence with Lafayette Square in background
(Commission of Fine Arts, xv).
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Washington, D.C.: GPQ, 1902,

| National Archives and Records Administration, Record Groups 42 and 66 (NARA
RG42 and RGo6).
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Interior, 1964.
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Reservation Files. Office of Land Use. National Capital Region. National Park
Service,

Prepared by: Elizabeth Barthold
Project Historian
National Park Service
1993

PARTIY, PROQJECT INFORMATION:

The Plan of Washington, D.C., project was carried out from 1990-93 by the Historic
American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record (HABS/HAER) Division,
Robert J. Kapsch, chief, The project sponsors were the Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz
Foundation Inc. of Washington, D.C.; the Historic Preservation Division, District of Columbia
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, which provided Historic Preservation Fund
monies; the National Capital Region and its White House Liaison office, NPS; and the National
Park Foundation Inc,

HABS historian Sara Amy Leach was the project leader and Elizabeth J. Barthold was
project historian. Architectural delineators were: Robert Arzola, HABS; Julianne Jorgensen,
University of Maryland; Robert Juskevich, Catholic University of America; Sandra M. E. Leiva,
US/ICOMOS-Argentina; and Tomasz Zweich, US/ICOMOS-Poland, Board of Historical Gardens
and Palace Conservation. Katherine Grandine served as a data collector. The photographs are by
John McWilliams, Atlanta, except for the aerial views, which are by Jack E. Boucher, HABS,
courtesy of the U.S. Park Police ~ Aviation Division.

PART V. SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Page 19 1850s: Isometrical view of the President’s House (Maps and Geography
Division, Library of Congress).

Page 20 1876: Park Plan shows placement of trees and shrubbery, undulating path
configuration (similar to Downing’s design), Jackscen statue, urns
and lodge. ("Government Reservations within the City Boundaries,"
Citv Lots, Real Estate Atlas, NARA RG42 230).

Page 21 1885: Plan shows minor changes as well as the locations of gas pipes and
lamps, sewers and drains (Annual Report . . ., 1885).

Page 22 1891: Diagram of Lafayette Park and its Surroundings. Leslie’s Popular
Monthly, (Duprey, 66-67).

Page 23-26 1905: Plan showing locations of trees with accompanying list of species
(Annual Report , .., 1905). '

Page 27 1937: Diagram of Lafayette Park after reconditioning of 1936-37 shows
new linear path design (Olszewski).

Page 28-30 1942: Diagram of plantings in "Trees and Shrubs of Lafayette Square."
U.S. Office of National Capital Parks, Washington, D.C.

Page 31 1960s: Redevelopment plan by John Carl Warnecke and Associates_._.
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DIAGRAM OF LAFAYETTE PARK AND TTS SURROUNDINGS
From Frank Lestie's Poputar Monthly, April, 1891

KEY TO DIAGRAM

Numbers 1,2, 3, 4, 5 constitute what is now the Arlington
Hotel, The following names indicate former or present
residents:

1. Reverdy Johnson, Senator and Minister te Fngland:
James Buchanan and Benjamin Hnrrison, Presidents-elect;
Patti; Kalakana;, Dom Pedro; the Prince of Wales.

2. William L. Marey, Secretary of War and Secretary of
State,

3, Lewis Cass, Secretary of War and Secretary of State.

4, Charles Sumner.

5. Senator Pomeroy.

8. Lord Ashburton; Sir Bulwer Lytton and his sou,
“Qwen Meredith.”

7. St. John's Church, Episcopal, built for Madison, and
attended by all the Presidents prior to Lincoln.

8. John Hay, poet and histerian.

9, Henry Adains, author, grandson of John Quiney Adams,

10. Thomas Ritchie, President Polk’s editor; Senator John
Slidell; Walter A, Wood, inventor nnd manufacturer (present
occupant).

11. Daniel VWebster; Mr. Monthelen, Frepeh Minister,
Willizam Corcoran, philanthropist (last occupant).

12, Admiral Shubrick (last occupant).

13. Judge Bancroft Davis, Secretary of State and Minister
to Germany (present occupant).

14. George Bancroft {last occupant).

15. Commodore Stephen Decatur, Henry Clay-; Martin Van
Buren, Vice-president: John Gadshy; Edwnard Livingston,
Secretary of State; George M. Dallas, Vice-president; General
Besle (present occupant).

16. William L. Marcy, Secretary of War; Represeniative
Newberry, of Michigan; James G. Blaine, Senator; Repre.
sentative William L, Scott (present occupant}.

17. Charles C. Glover, banker (present occupant).

18. Willinm Murtagh, editor, General Frank Steele (present
occupant}.

19. Major-general J. G, Parke.

20, Commodore Stockton, Levi Woodbury, Secretary of the
Treasury under Van Buren; John C. Spencer, Secretary of the
Treasury under Tvler; General Daniel E. Sickles; Vice-presi
dent Schuyler Colfax; Washington MecLean, editer Cin-
cinnati Enquirer.

21. Mrs. James Blair, daughter of General Jesup.

22 Senator Gorman; George F. Appleby (present occu-

pant).

23, Admiral Alden; Major Henry R. Rathhone; Genero
™. L. Anderson; Senator Delph (present cccupant).

24. Mrs. Green, danghter of Admirzl Dahlgren; Colonel
William H. Philip. _ :

25. John MecLean, Cincinnati Enguirer,

95. Peter Parker, Minister to China; Bureau of Amérin
Republics, William E. Curtis, chief.

27. Francis P. Blair, Montgomery Blair; Themas Ewing.
Secretary of the Tressury. (General W. T. Sherman wn
married in this house.)

28. Rev. Smith Pyne; Commodore Morris.

2. James Madison; Mrs. Delly Madison; Commodor
Wilkes: General MceClellan; Cosmos Club (present occupont -

30. Willham Yindom, Seeretary of the TFreasury.

31, Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.

32. Ogle Tayloe; Admiral Paulding; Senator Don. Cameror
(present occupent).

33. Henry Clay, Secretary of State; Johm C. Calhoun
Vice-president; Washington Club; William H. Sewerd, Secre
tary of State; James G, Blaine, Secretary of State. (Key wus
shot by Sickles in froni of this house.)

31, United States Attornev-general's office.

35, Jackson's equestrian statue.

36. Lafayette's monument.
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APPENDIX D D D—PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 2763

LAFAYETTE PARK-~Continuned.

Numbers. Common name, Botatiical name. Desiguation.

Honeyquekle shrah ........ Lonicera tartarica ..... Forelgn deciduous shrub.
-1 Garland-flowered Spl.rm Spl.rea prunifolia....... Do.
. Rough-leaved Dentzia . Deutzia scabra ......... Da.

-.-] Taxus baccata anrea ... Foreign evergreen tree,
. Buxussempervirens . | Foreign evergreen shroh,

........... +, American Arbor vitee ......| Thuja oceidentalis I Native evergreen shrub.
.................. 1 1rizh yew e ng_s baccata fastigl- | Foreign evergreen shrub.
a
anan quince Cydonia japonica...... Forelgn deciduous shrub,
oak ... . ...| Quercua digitata .. Native declducus tree.
b vermaple. .. ... .| Agersaccharinum. B Da.
Sugar maple.._._..... ...| Acersaccharum... . Do.
Amerfean eim Ulnus americana ...... Do.
SugarmAple. . iiiiiienan. Acer saccharom...:....| Native declduons tree,
American elm. ... {Flmus americans .. ... Do.
BOX ... .. Buxnssempervirens. .. | Foreign evergreen shrub,
Bald cypress . .| Taxodlnm disticham...| Native deciduons tree.

ACET 8aCChArUM. . iauuee Native deciduous tree.

Sugar maple
Silver maple ...} Acersacehardnum. ... .. .
BOX it aaean Buxus sempervirens ... Forelgn eve n ahrub.
Pur'ple-ﬂowered magnolls. .| Mapnolia obovata ... Foreign deci uous shrnb.
Hemlock ir........00veenes Tsugs canadensis....... Native ev
Fringe tree. ... R Chiona.nthus virg'lnica .| Kative decl uons shrub
Europeaniarch...._... ...} Larixeuropea ....:.._.. Foreign deciduous shrub.
American arbor vite. . .} Thnja oec]dentalis ...| Native evergreen shrub,
Colorado blue spruce.......| Piceapungens..........| Native evergreen tree.
Nordmanns silver fir ._.... Ablesnordmanniana...| Foreign evergreen tree.
Sectinm 19,
BOX oveerminiiccnnans . ‘Buxussempervirens. -..| Forelgn evergreen shrub.
White pine .. Pinus strohns, ., Native evel n shrub,
Sogar maple. Acer saccharum . Native deciduous tree.
. Spanhh c utnut Castanea vesca Foreign deciduous tree.
......... .| Quercus rohur . Dao.
.......... Foreythia virldissima...| Foreign declduous shruh,
Acer saccharinnm...... Native declduons tree.
.| Catalpa hignonioides. .. Do,

Magnolia grandifiora. .| Native evergreen tree.
¥ . 'r:fn hac%o:l‘afuﬁginu Foreign eve n shrub.
Norway maple ........ .| Acer platanoides....... Foreign deciduous tree.

Ash.-leaved maple..... Negundo seeroides. .. .. Nadve deciduous tree.
Purple-leaved beech Fagus sylvatiea pur- | Foreign declduous tree.
purea.
Ilex Opae..ciicianaan.. Native evergreen tree,
anumperﬂmns.... Foreign evergresn shruh

Chionanthus virginles .| Native deciduou: shrmb.

gcer mehsr!l.-nﬁnm ...... %}'ﬂﬁ‘i’;ndeclduous tree,
.] Buxussem rens....| Fore eve)
by reitnons s,

. JEacuinship
Bald cypres. . .ccoociiaaaan. Taxodium d jehum Nuﬂve decldnona iree.
Large-lowered magnolia.. - %J:ugmlla grandifiora.

.| Hemlock fir

.} Natlve eve: n shrob,
Foreign deciduons shrub.

Bnrxussempervirens. ... Forelgn evergreen shrub.
Magnolia gmndiﬂora. --| Natlve evergrean tree.
Pinus strebus....._..... Do.

Tilla ameriCans vpeeen.. Native decidnons tree.
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Numbers, ) Common name. Botanieal na.;ne. Desigustion,
Section #9—Cont'd. B

Band9.....oveuns

.| Cedar of
Sngar APl . .euiiniiieann.

.| American beec
Hemloek ir...euvennen-ne

European uh .............

.| Norway apruce fir
hanon

Box

FPurple-flowered magnolis__
.. Hemloek fir ..., m .....
| SNvermaple......._..._...
.| Horse chestnut.

Enmpeannsh ..... PR
{ 1rish yew..
- Sugar mple
.| Nordmann's silver fir ... .
.-[ Oriental spruce fir......-.
..f Ash-leaved maple.
. Norway maple......

Aeer platanoides. ..

R Forelgn decidnous tree.
. Fole%? evergreen tree.
. I Native deciduous tree.
..{ Cryptomeria japonica ..| Forelgn evergreen tree.
..| Boxussempel a....| Foreign eve u shrnb.
..| Pagus heterophylia ....| Forelgn deciduousshrub.
. le ea. ......| Nadvedeciduous tree.
. .| Foreign eve! shrub,
Foreign deciduousshrub.
. .| Nativeeve, n tree.
. Natlve declduous shrub,
Foreign deciduous tree,
Native evergreen tree,
. Nntigg decidnous tree.
Fomigfz deciduous shruh.
> 4 nqunlmm veeesss-| FoOrelgn evergreen tree.
..| Fraxinns excelsior..... Forelgn decidnoustree,
Taxus baccata fastigiatal Forelgn evergreen tree.
W g;tl \lre decldunous tree.
..| Ables nordmanunians... relgn evergreen tree.
..[ Picesa orienulis. ........ .
..} Negundo acernides. ....] Native decidoouns tree.

.} Forelgn decidnous tree.

Natlve declduous tree.
Native evergreen tree.

—

Treea planted near curb line of streeta bounding Lafayetie Park.]

Pennsylvania nve-
nne, betwern Ko-
chambeau and
Lafayeite statues
(lrom weat to
enst):

5,6,7.11, 12,13,
16, 20, 21, 22,
23,and 24,

9
From Lafayette
-8tatue to E
street north:
1,2,and 8.....
3

5,6,8
Hntreet.homh(a.dl-
won place toJack-

won place:
9,15,11, 12, 13,
u,“' oL 2
24, 28, 28,
2, 28, B,
_3l,and 82,
Jackeon place, from
H street sonth to
PenpDaylvania
nvenue, l.?. 3,4,
5,6, 7 9, 1o, 11,

g

Amerlun elm._..........

Acer peen tanus ..
dﬁ&numm. :

Nativa decidnous tree.
Foreigo decidupus tree.

Do.
] Native deciduous tree.
Do,

Native deciduous tree.
Forelgn decidunons tree.
Do,

De. .
Native deciduons tree.

Foreign decld uous tree,
Do

L3
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ABRLYA, Choady tbelia prewdiflers: A, rilearis X 4, swifiers).

Tts stalias wrv 910810, ornemantdl SAADM of the homaywuorle fmily groms fer ttair
dbiny folisgs sbd bell-phaped flcwars. The Makf-4vergreed Leave of this Speoles &b
smul} nred opposics®.  Tiay, piok Plossomm odaur Yrew Joou te Bvrasber. Tis glossy mbalts
in of garden origin, the vesult OF & Foid betwesn two Chinens spedies, Thm growy fn
ahied 10 hooor of Dr. Clarbw Abal, &n ESth seaiury suthority om Chims.

ASURY) Cress Ast (Frersawr pesnsylessire lsacroleie). Koreas dah (F. 1hipgneis FAypmshs-
Skyliey Bed ked (F. pesnsyivasim), Tnite Lib [P. amsriresss.

The pEms aak oogme ITOR the Nores “sala®
from tbe imip of thix tawe, orocksd 1like o0 wrm, fsat Odis
rece. The woodof the eed hid SlWiyn st & toom of gotd Joak kil 1k Weed 13 the mame-
Taeturs oF furniiure,; ool Bendlis, basssall Bats aDdbeskeis.  The sesle asltwige af mde
tirs 4pscles esrve a3 e wa}or Tood sourve Tat dewr, rabbits, beavers wad squirrels in the
forest. Ashes, =hicb evs seabeve of ul slln Family, sre thi cily tfee iX Shie FeQIS -
el poasess oppoeite” p leaves d af B=11 leaflats™. The twigsd
ars gray siib smbl, dark, velestybuds looated in orooatsg pairs abovs shlsldrshmped Lesf
soary'., The Amrican sehew of Lafeywits Mukrs say be idestifisd ¢4 followe:

Upber sdge of leal sner* sith & dssp ¥-sbkped notah..

Tetgn® velteiy. les? sods® althous potas, .. ...

Twige® mmcoth, lesf sgart sitheut notsh.,,,

BALOCTYREDG /fassdsas dirtiches).

We, for Legwed thatsd thet it
T Lotk

Ooos sesn Ls its matire soovhar seespy
reducod le omt sode fargetten. AMtalnily baighie of 130°-110¢, ke tall, Wattrewsed
truakl acd feslhiry Lodted Of tha Daldorpress impert 4 soltmsity, Jigaisy anl bOSuty to
the silent swsmpland thet is suggeetivs of s ferpbedsclond eet N

Iaiie origick]l bebitat, ibe baldaypiees iree Sdnds odt loog, barlvowiel, submmrgsd
oot from an anlarged and Fluted tTunk base. froM thead Sivte, SREEY "Easss® L AT
Wb t0 the surface of the water sppureaily to gbeqrb air, Sesw plentwml ou doy Taad, ths
"kanes” wrv not foied and the brand temik bigw le redoced In ated. L ome of Hay'mat
Telushis lumber 1reea inthe Dalted Jtetes, ths beldoyprmes Lo uided for simbtiadt bl word,
sosperage, reilromd tiss, pesdite and shinglee  Ive ool iesoft, liamy, mraigh-prained
and mery durabis.

The DEldbypréstes wrv cobd-BdeFiDg 1Mty ihet resssbls the relitsd svelgreen LPve
epprassds th pyranida) ovijline md durnsis soal, bul $1£Ter 1a et thay ansd MIr leaven
wnd part of 1%alr teige each 4uluap. The ceme Txmadrsm alloise W ihe resemblunss of the
1900 00 10 Lhose af fares. 106 pmh.  Divteried Pifyrw 1o the leaTis ocinirrlng 18 ¥90 TS
along tho teige, shile the oomsen sams 14 Ladloativs of the "beld™ ripter ocmditios of
thik <ypress-like woaifer.

BASTNOOD |SKE LINTEMAS.
EXSCE, Americen (Fapues gramdifeiiag.

Pesab trestare sldeiy plantsd for OrRASSNTAl PuTpOses beoausa of helr large eiss,
trematrical ousiine, mecoth, gray berk, aod clees foliage {vhich may k= soppar—salored or
purplidb do mariatiogof t28 Burdphed bDasdbi. Althongh wa importanl lonber tPes LB Barops,
wosl YOresrers 2008 tdar 1be Adwrican speciss ¢ “wead” inmmsusc as tha juosber of ather zia-
tits tresd 1amofe ratusbia here. Besch woot is hard and clowe-gruioed Wet detartorated
wpen ¢emtarl sith 1he sotl. 1t {8 used 14 meky sbaep (“wmple?®) furmitars, ool haRdlse
and abos loats and (s an sxrellaxs fosl.

Beoch sutt dre quito tsaiy and wrv soldouibe sarket io some DoFtbern sresa and in
Burope abSva as 01l ertracted froW Thel in used Yor {lluminstton, noaNftg dnd M 8 Subs
situtofor buiter. They fers an important -£0od of €1l sestarn gamms binds, the hisok besy
deer and sottontsil rapbit. In addtticotopivyiding food, old bédod thwd often oocoi#in
eaviilen that aervs o4 doné fOr TSCCOODE, Opfepams And Squirrei e 1o tha farest, The nams
Faye: Ln deTired from the lasin Tio eet", whita the word “besnh® bomes from the same
BOurEs "hook™ haceusrs of the mniidst ubé of thie wotd 1t MAKINE WTiting tebiste.

BOINOM, Camem (dutar Lrafcevsrrats.

An GPOARSDIAl AhD OF Skl tres £TORD principaliy fartie lusireus svargosem fell-
. The issmes are oppasito’ sad wadge-abeped, tha taigs wrw T or ainged,
and 1bo ploni im siow grom‘sg. It is Tultivesed exTensively in Formei gardems.

CEDAR, Atiem (Crdrws erirmircs).

Tho Atids, besdaF and Lobincth oddsre. of litermry and bibhltoal fuse. » the
Lrus cedarm. Their ostimd Faoges LTV, MespectiTely: Thé AS1ed Mwatslasof ansth Afrira
140007- 4000°] . tbe Aineleyes [AH00- 1£,000°), ibeMt. Lebanco and oider mousdsins in Asis
®1anT (svaut GO00'].  Thoy ere OTerghMeR Sosk-eAring LTees, 120°-1%0° tall. aboes Deddie.
17ke iammEs w7s Triwoged Spirally aloog leafiby Shootd kid io deRes siusterd & Sherl
iatoml $purs,

Yhers 24 ac Trus redéTe cative 16 the Mew Forld., The namw redes, in biblical e
woil 98 L0 e0odarn tlaes, bashéts 104pPlisd 10 juntpars, arbor-¥ iteds, Sypresses dod smen
5 Sdme Broadeleerdd sperisd. It wké OFiglaslly anapaient Greek neme. pode lbly GOFiesd
fran the Arobio Ldr ar imdiml sduning talus & 9tTength. The wood of tha trus cedars,
though #romatlc, 14 Apt s Fragrant as thetofour natire red "cedar’ Cmsipeur wergims-
a It s mireng aod durebla, hewsver, asd wns psad by the soatonis {o mAYing Likges
ads wod for geneTel purposs. CeSer ol ses glec sxtrected end used by them for
prossTving botls fT4w mothe and dmpness.

"CTYERTRER, Fapiydky (Gyemeciedes droiral.

A5 8 cul 84 sbede ires, the Keatonky cuffestres i3 ccmmm in oity parks sloog
1%0 BaaTeTD Saabodrl  Ji8 oalitd Pkode. boSmadl, LIee Langeiy west af the Appalichisn
mountaisy Irom centra} Few York 10 Minosscta ssd susters Hehvseks. The lasves of this
apacion OFs 1.3'-3* long, slveromto”, and teice—nompound™. The leaflets™ aro ogg-
shapsl, amnath-siged and 17-3" jtmg. The twiga® &fe dtool, sitBoot thorne, 4nd DAve @
Whitsnad OUter cowering. Thelr jes! buda® arw seml)l, =ilky, imbedded 4p the bers, and
aceur in cinsters at wach lear-star®. Tbe large (27107} deck hroen smd pod, isdtosting
ataberebip in ibé pea TFemilp., persisis al}l siater 4nd ot thet tlmk #lds in idectifios-
tion of fortila fesals epecimens.

The Plant*s nabes prOTIGH TurThor SaMIFiption.  Gymescisses in frem the Orevk Deas.
Ing vaked Srunah heemuse OF the aleul Akaruecar o7 the branchlais end 104 soarsfer of
1eigh, white Ziriems re¥are 1o the faoi ibat ibe esxes weually oegur an wepmrate plants,

unttl obout the 1ime of the War beatwean the States. The wood of the
wiTomg, knd 16088 & good polish. [t Das liBited ussfulnaess Se Tence-peals, Hilrond tied,
and Yor cabices work. It 1 Teported the: e hrylesd lsaves wrv of valus @8 a iy

T Mt of sar— IV Yhe Proltiriod weige OF-the: FlaeT g dopeed

, Shis majestis velaiivs of shs Califorais "

Lafayette Square
HABS No. DC-676 {Page 29)

l'._)..f. tffice of Nati
TREES AND SHRUBS ¢

DOGBOOD, Flowering iCarsas firrigsf.. - . e ea et
Aleaoagh valued primdipallr for 1 h-mr crmurli Hpring Mlowers,. \h-nm
dagrocd Ls far frombeiag waticely .
0 marvess 3 kocibpasis, as ¢ blsok ina IM:M aith lr— m.z-u)uln L] -.r— uf
minies substitute. The barkof this apeolesn ta stais ina snmm el
m tarkof the oinchoma, tha Pyruvims tree from whioh quininsie szirmeted, but iy uﬂ'n-
took,  Altbough not so affeatire ¢ (HOuils quinioe and sere diffiault ocbtain
!.n qaautity, ttis sald thet farets may u—\.u— -] -rmvd hy Ah-Ln; n:- t.n,. um-

‘tpeatea. -
Turtbermorws, thiberk of tha ravte yialds + soarlss dys m. Aspite the -u (10'—
40') wies of the pleat, ebattlre, bidbina, tool bandles, mellets and golf oleh hauds edw
sumpfesiored from bard, glpseegreised wood. Ak oosef $hemest useful tPesalowilds
o

 und gl pirde, olomim, desr, rebbil And quirTela. :

The orlaic of Mm sans dogword |0 Sonluesl. Oma revwton-FHEME thet it drvte basacms
4 exirest of = degencd ans Tormarly emplayed to wesh miagydoge shils mapber de-
#larew that tt 19 drived frowehe S0 kagliah word dasey  midaing dazEer, dus 1o VA mAmG-
fatareof butoher's popmrm of this mesd. The letter beilisl 1s swpolted LY 4allaps names
skower-wood aad prici-sood thet sxivh in dhe Britiah lalee iolipe [orwws 19 Peported to

““futve bess taken from- Gh'hﬂ.-:nrn-uul( Mnl (-und],__mm-&nm Ay, ..

L LT N

TS jemrioen-Els (Tlmes aeeriréed). Comperdcwn Kim (. glabre sewberimmif, Dusoh EKla
(¥ drilssdere). Emglizb Xlm j&. prowrres. Booteh Klm- (i wishe). Smoothleas Klar-(fi~"
warpinifriies, PR S

P
O 4he 04x. spweten founmd 1n lefurvits Duaore, suby the AMerises almis matisg 1o dhis

annmnm llmﬂhl-lht-. and the ddmpariom 14 8 “Berp!
“ 4he Bevtak slu. Tbe heavy, tomgh wood of the slsw i wied 1s 104 SoERincture of dote.
toals, wbedl Iobe, Mddlé=trees, mm fofnitare. lulnu- ola pasds ure esten byw W
& stog birds wod their telgs oTe d 1] rabntta,
whiti=tailed dser. The maman elm and Jiset u-dnlvu from +34 Latin worls l(tu. -u-o.
cimd eirirci. punibly T Lhe owe of rods &f this walartal Tor abipping elaess,
wlesk § e aatly th1] teed Sith mmli, Loothed, sge-shepsd 1esres arTenged alter-
mtaly* on the tmipe®. The Trusks of most spesies dirida aedt 1heir Tases 1me seversl
Largy linde which epTeed Aracefaliyinko hfoed cromes, The sca-hpbrid epeaiss of Lafereste
Bouare my b sipmiw el 08 fallows:
Buses Of lsaTie TRrY wospusl; telgs mot belry.........
Bmper of lesTs 4vaf: buds wlmoei black

Tigs “fusapt... Sraird Kia
Teigh oot “fumay”. dapiine fim
hebsd of Imres grmm: buda brown, bud sssles el dark wdgw imrrcen [ia

TIR, Fosdmmmm {(dbiri esrdmewnsisse)-

' Ths Sordmass Fir is impartsd from 1he Blesk 3sa region and taone of the fw membire
of the yroup -tk thrives in e swrm alimats. The word Tir te rapresanted b Dumiah by
fyrr sod in Samidiak by fers weeping fire-tces and Sndiestiot Lbé inflaMeabid seiure of

“Wanis of this Ebupe The fire are arengpredd, $o0e—buaripk L7ess that panta8s Fleviesad
bapdlae attathed 16 ibB teigs by aireviar haess. In oomirest ta a1l other canifers,
Their SMBS LI grwes to miatad.blesk, etand uprighian Lhe imige 41 1de Lop Of the tres,
amd dielntegTute sfseribe sswds bare falleo. Mt Ties possess Sdindws hilaters oo the
Founger bark.

aIREGQ (Giekyo ¥ ivbel.

Aoelaimed by woisnttais as ¢ "iiring Fossll™ ibe ziskes ses discovsrad roms yowrd
igo 1o an izcieted portins of the Ofiest. Previously, plants of 1ta kasd Bad bees knpen
cmly frow fossl]l records taancimt rocks, usvally Meocisted eith difcesur rwsing, and
it wan baliewsd thai the primiiirs ginkgo t#iba perithed frem the sarth long befoee 968
tnem ioto heins, ALthoush 1T bedrest Telatires inthis regicharethe pioms, the ginkgao,
or et lésabair tres, pol aee Tirsby frolte and hroed, Fao-thaped ledsdd thét ressmble
thoar of the ouideohair fAro  The rips fruits, whep ¢rusbed, ww decidsdly mlodorews
and, |2 SGES TaASL, BEUSS $ETeTS damege 10 Lhe akin wheo basdled. Por 4hess rvascms,
acdare pleatings of 1bis ornamsoie]l shodd tréd W Tonfissd to Mle speisems,  Stubby,
epur-i1ich hranchlets sheTeitariss tha tres in elmier. The, nesm ginkga te reparied te
ap "tliver Yrui

BLY, Amdrioan {firs réara;.

Tha wvargreen, rpiey foltage hd red berrioaof Lhe Christmed holliy ovs fukiijer to
everyose, slthough, dus largely to teoughtlens dosirucrion in comsip]l ragiens mrib 10
Vayesnhusdtts, 1l rebiTa abundiot &4 & foTast tres ¢miy 1A ibe soutbesstErn u
Diftering Trom most plasia, the bolly useslly hears Tiowsrs conieining the reproductirs
puris of soly oor sa1. Tha ratic fras secd iadne dhle to sbeut 14n fasmls pliate. T
laiier twsr frult whem 58 yeels old., 75+ #ood of 158 bollyta trary shite, figmegretmsd
1ght weight, atrome and sastly serred. 1t lsused in cabicel mking in Lalsy work.
Bolly fruite poreiel all slmiar md Form m vélustls Food rupply for mimy binl epectan
iaciuding the hetehiie and #i1d turkey, The oames [iry apd Boliy bave hoed deyjves from
the oarly Latin pame of Lha lunpnu bolly oai.

BCRETLOCIET, Thornloss (Gladiti4s triaronddos irrewsi).

The nonaylocust, originally resirieted to tha Wiseissipp!l Talley regisn, ie now s

hommewn folddl 1768 §lORE the u-nrn board, 11 im resagniied dy ite finsly dirtded
4" a1 twice s, 12% brom esed poc- and fta 34"

In-jll thorna thai ordinartly ‘sdarn the trunx mnd inrgsr branchas, The thornless va-
Tiaty is 01B41Ar but ubarwed.

Té pulp of the yousg Pred poda 1a sdinin and swees glmiag rise 1o $be Tomon Dams.
Tha fruis polpofe releied tapuminows [pes Familpl tree. Carefomsa Siligmr. of \he Wedi-
terramsen Areh, WA hevs provided tha "lscests® soten by St. joo in the sildavomss.
Orimntels twd the pulp of Aedetie homeylocust pods e sotp. Tha Trulte of dmerioan
appcies ovs readily estan by cattle, desr, #acWslod bharse, dedtantail ribbtis, sgquirreis
and svm bobehite quailé.

Booayloaust wood te hard asd tough and is ussd for fencicg, fusl eod magen bubs,
Cluditnis 10 oemed in bonoT of Goillieb Cledis#sd, s Gaymmn botinies of the liih oso-
tury. Fraxramibow FeleW toibe branched thams of thé parmal fore, while lepreir msans
Mwitbout thersa®,

ACROWITAN, Smirican ((nt#swys rarriimiesa).

Tow hormhews of the eesters Baited Bteies 160 shegh or semil t7oe a5th 0 peguliar,
fluted, grep-barked, susinlar-apparisg trmk. T feenws ars smal) and tocabed whils
the bols, which are equars ic oroas-Sottiod. idswtify tae plani durtng mow1 af 1be year,

The wood 14 tough &od gavong Tul of 1ittle commdysisel *xius. ALl Se3tOPE game hircs
and wixy souguiery sad dqeirrels ranmumm ihe fratte, howevsr, hid 4P And sottamteil
Mbhile Browke tha teiga. fortira is tha sooisnt Jatis oase of the hornbem, whoes
Sowmsh ohus La dus to 310 bard woed and to it CofMEr use in yoking hormed dattle.

poietn,
CRABIPTRS1  Japanass Flomaring Crabesple (Meies Fleridusdef, Bighraty .
plaryrares}.
The Japasmess Mlsusring ple 18 12 11 from Japes 50 of owalused
-m;. It ie ot kooem o Che w14, The evigs® aad brancaleve” ars weally samseies
Ly el e .M Abdand, whiteaping Flowars sppear.sill . an bhldde— -
m the apring and reddtak pee-alosd apples miture o LEV cummr. Thé word
aes M 4sh arrxh and the

Commers (diTreler MipforaTionea.

Adihougls ShE. dns 100t Tarky wIv avppossd tobara fed froitd of thie spscisme o thetr
boiroas 0. miad, 1tp rertasylar same s protebly wore dirwatly. derived Trem
e comve the Amekidle THTL, shith Tebdable thosvo! tha irde chestgnt, The
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